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with contempt; and if the government of France
can be at all influenced by the idea of receiving-
assistance from the people of England, they are un-
fit to conduct the affairs of a great nation. Such
pitiful succour as they would find in this island, if
there are any individuals of character so depraved,
and feelings so degenerate, as to join their standard,
would, I am sure, rather impede than forward their
progress. I cannot boast of possessing that military
ardour, that chivalry of patriotism which I have
heard has been displayed at some meetings in the
City, where a wish has been expressed, that 3 or
400,000 Frenchmen might land here, merely to give
them an opportunity of exercising their prowess in
slaughtering them; but I have no doubt that ruin
and confusion will be the fate of those who may be
hardy enough to undertake such an enterprize. I
agree with the right honorable gentleman in all his
statements of the necessity and propriety of adopting
measures of prevention and defence, if the enemy's
intention be such as to warrant them. I give this
qualified assent to the measures which he proposes
to adopt, because I profess to have no confidence
whatever in the Minister. Those who implicitly
confide in his judgment and sincerity, will be dis-
posed to give him credit for the necessity of the
steps which he is about to take. Those who, with
me, were witnesses of their conduct during last par-
liament, have so often seen the present ministers
raising alarms in the country when no danger ex-
isted, merely to enlarge their own power, and to
frighten the people into a hasty concurrence with
their unprincipled schemes of aggrandizement, that
.it cannot be surprizing to them if I suspect their
integrity on the present occasion, I do not ask
precise information from them respecting the state
of France, but I wish to know, whether they are
advised that there are ships collected at the different
ports of the French coast, apparently for no other
purpose than that of being employed as instrumental